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The Bonanza 2 is a Sports Class wing for XC pilots, 
according to the manufacturer. It is claimed to 

have outstanding performance across the 
speed range and to excel in turbulence and 

headwinds. The glider is supplied with a 
rucksack (choice of sizes), inner bag, 

compression strap, stickers and a set of 
glider repair patch material in the 

necessary colours. The rucksack 
supplied is a ‘Classic’ in Gin 

parlance, a very comfortable and 
well-made offering, with a 130-

litre capacity and diagonal 
bracing straps to prevent sag 

and ensure a good fit.  

The Bonanza 2 is made 
from a mixture of 38 and 

32g/m2 cloths on top 
and bottom surfaces, 
with suspended ribs 

from 40g/m2 hard-
finish cloth, all  
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Gin Soek Song, owner and founder of Gin Gliders, 
deserves a respectful introduction befitting someone 
who recently celebrated 40 years as a designer and 

test pilot. His CV covers his own brand, Airman, in the 
early days, then a stint at UP before becoming design 

lead at Edel in their glory days, with gliders like ZX, Racer, 
Rainbow, Energy and Sector. He started Gin Gliders in 1998, 

with the competition Boomerang right at the top of the tree and 
the original Bonanza targeted at XC pilots. Certification 

classes have changed slightly but the Bonanza 2 retains 
the target group of the original, sitting in the EN C 

class between the EN B Explorer and the new EN D 
Leopard two liner.
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supplied by Porcher Sport. Lines are all 
Edelrid, in Technora, and the thin riser 
webbing is from Cousin, in a mixture of 
Polyester and Aramid. As well as the usual 
nylon reinforcement wires in the leading 
edge, there’s a significant amount of the 
same across most of the chord. This 
requires study of the manual to 
understand the folding method to best 
prevent damage.  

The risers have Harken ball-bearing 
pulleys and a ‘Smart Riser’ feature 
allowing an enhanced version of C riser 
control. Pulling in the C riser in the right 
place also shortens the B riser slightly; 
pitch control on the speed bar preserves 
the profile shape and is therefore more 
efficient. The brake handles are held by 
magnetic poppers with a rather light pull 
to them, and are easily knocked off. The 
risers are trimmed with red cloth 
embroidered with the legend ‘Bonanza 2’, 
which looks really nice. 

The first thing that strikes you out of     
the bag is that the glider looks very high 
aspect when laid out. There’s a lot of 
internal structure, which explains the 
5.7kg weight of the L size (it covers 95 - 
115kg and I flew at 112kg all-up). 
Construction is very neat and the glider 
has the usual Gin colour scheme.  

In light to moderate winds the glider has 
an even rising trajectory, and needs very 
little damping once overhead. In stronger 
winds running back towards the wing 
maintained the easy and even rise, 
avoiding being picked up. The glider will 
reward an even wall being built; like most 
higher-aspect ratio gliders I find pulling up 
with full-span sail tension makes for a 
simple launch. If you have to wait for a bit 
before starting the run the glider doesn’t 
pitch much, and once you start the run it 
lifts off pretty quick. Even in the lightest of 
winds the glider inflates in a way that 
belies its weight.  

In the air the initial impression is of light 

to moderate brake pressures, and direct 
but very smooth and powerful directional 
control. Best glide is at trim, and min sink 
is just a little bit of brake. The manual says 
your hands should be between your eyes 
and your shoulders whilst ridge soaring 
and thermalling, which makes for a nice, 
comfortable control range. 

Feedback is very nuanced and is easy to 
use for active flying and thermal centring. 
It’s a very personal thing, but the feedback 
on this glider through the harness and 
brakes has exactly the right ‘volume’ for 
me, neither too soft nor too loud. The 
glider doesn’t feel like it’s high aspect; the 
wing is cohesive and ‘one-piece’ in flight. 
The workload in flight is low and flying it 
is a great pleasure, but it is still a C glider 
for passive safety and should be only for 
the target pilot group or above. A flight 
from Tolmin in the Soca Valley in stronger 
conditions did nothing to change this 
impression of being well behaved. 

When it comes to working lift and 
climbing, that feedback and handling seem 
to blend into a glider that thermals easily, 
precisely and with an excellent climb rate. 
My vario audio tells when I’m climbing 
and how well I’m doing overall, but the 
thermal mapping and the degree of chaos 
in the climb I get back from the glider. As 
the thermal enlarges and consolidates, the 
strong, carving turn I get is very satisfying. 
I found an advantage in climb over both 
my own high B glider and others, which 
you’d expect, but I was surprised at how 
much of an advantage the Bonanza 2 gave 
me when my flying was up to the mark. 

The feedback can also, if needed, be 
ignored. It’s nice to weight shift more into 
the turn as the pull comes through on that 
side of the harness to attempt to roll you 
out, but there’s always ample brake travel 
left in reserve to roll in more. The manual 
recommends leading into turns with 
weight shift, but the glider is very well 
coordinated without it. It was very good on 
the smaller sites in the south-east of the 

UK, able to work smaller, weaker bubbles of 
air and cope with broken lift.  

The speed bar is light and invites frequent 
use. As with most gliders at this level, both 
steps give sizeable speed increases. There 
is a large amount of energy conversion to 
height when you come off the second 
stage of the bar. Only the very smallest 
movements are needed for C riser control. 
There is a loop via the B risers so that 
actuation of the C risers can also shorten 
the B risers (‘Smart Risers’). There is no 
kick-down or point on the speed system 
where the effort or pulley ratio changes, as 
on some previous Gin gliders, but half bar 
was a natural point to go to on glides 
before deciding if the state of the air 
merited full bar.  

Big ears pull in fairly easily. The A risers 
aren’t split but the outer A is easily 
distinguished from the other two because it 
is treated differently by the speed system 
and has its own maillon. The ears start to 
pop out if pulled to a very large extent but 
will stick at about the 25% mark; to get them 
out completely you have to pump them out 
with the brakes. The manual dissuades you 
from doing a B line stall, partly because the 
Smart Riser system doesn’t give you any 
space to put your hands to pull the stall in, 
and I didn’t test it. 

flight test: Gin Bonanza 2
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The glider is easy into the spiral and 
quickly builds up speed after the entry, as 
you’d expect. It comes out with a large 
amount of energy retention and you’ll fly 
into your own wake as you bleed off the 
speed if you aren’t careful. A quicker exit 
will leave you with more of a surge to 
damp, but the glider is still well behaved. 

Touchdown is a non-event. In the lightest 
of winds, or nil-wind, I came in at close to 
trim and went for a full flare when I 
wanted to stop. If the flare is well timed a 
step or two can be all you need. When you 
pack away, you might appreciate a Gin 
concertina bag as it makes it easier to get 
the folds for the bagged glider in the right 
place. This protects your near full-chord 
reinforcements. 

I really enjoyed my time on the Bonanza   
2. I don’t usually make comparisons with 
other gliders in reviews; the comparison is 
worthless if you haven’t flown the glider in 
question. However in the case of the 
Bonanza 2 I’d have to say it feels like such 
a natural upgrade from the Carrera Plus or 
Explorer that anyone planning an update 
from these two should get a test flight on 
this glider. More refinement and more 
performance all round are the main 
advantages, with no significant changes in 
pilot demands. 

For others, coming to the glider without 
recent Gin experience, it’s a really nice 
glider and does Gin Seok proud. I’d say that 
it has clearly covered the objectives the 
company set out, of combining easiness in 
flight with performance. The folding 
requirement to protect the reinforcements 
is no big deal – you’ll have something 
worked out after a couple of flights – and 
the magnetic poppers, whilst irritating, 
only affect a small proportion of your pre-
flight regime. These are minor issues and 
won’t detract from the pleasure of flying 
this glider, the performance it offers or the 
ease with which it delivers it.  

 

Flying pleasure 

Performance 

Low workload 

Excellent climb rate 

 

Magnetic brake 
retainers are too 
weak 

Requirement for 
specific folding

Specification 

Model                                                 XXS             XS              S                 M              L                XL 

No. of cells                                       71                 71                71                71              71              71 

Span (projected, m)                      9.04            9.34           9.76           10.16          10.57         10.98 

Area (flat, m2)                                19.4             20.7           22.6           24.5          26.5          28.6 

Aspect ratio                                     6.44:1          6.44:1         6.44:1         6.44:1       6.44:1        6.44:1 

Glider weight (kg)                         4.50            4.65           5.15             5.30          5.70          5.95 

Certificated weight range (kg)   60 - 75       65 - 85      75 - 95      85 - 105   95 - 115     105 - 130 

EN/LTF Certification                       C                  C                 C                 C               C                C 

Guarantee                                         Lifetime materials and workmanship  

Price                                                   £3,999       £3,999      £3,999      £3,999     £3,999     £3,999 

UK importer: UK Airsports, Unit 23 Blencathra Business Centre, 
Threlkeld, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4TR, tel: 01768 779800, e-mail: 
info@ukairsports.com, website: www.ukairsports.com.

PURE PERFORMANCE HAS NEVER FELT SO EASY 

The Leopard’s groundbreaking blend of performance 
and ease will suit both competitive XC pilots and 
pilots looking to progress to the highest levels of 
competition flying. 

• Second generation Equalized Pressure Technology 
(EPT) profile significantly improves the lift to drag 
ratio (CL/CD) and stability at higher speeds 

• 2 line risers with easy B-control 

• 86 cells for a cleaner top surface and reduced 
ballooning 

• Optimized mix of 3 and 4-cell blocks 

• Cross beams for high stability 

• Unsheathed aramid lines 

• Mini-ribs on the trailing edge 

HIGH PERFORMANCE / COMPETITION EN D


